
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Advocate of Peace 



Vol. LXXVII NOVEMBER, 1915 Number 10 



The Greatest of Atrocities and the Answer 

IT is difficult to speak dispassionately in these trying times. We are just in 
receipt of the reports of the Extraordinary Commission of Inquiry appointed 

by order of His Majesty the Emperor of Russia. These reports affirm that 
the "Germans and Austro-Hungarians have outraged, and continue to out- 
rage, all moral dictates of conscience, all binding acts of human legislation, 
and the rules of international law which human progress has evolved during 
the course of centuries. ' ' 

Specific cases set forth in the reports show that enemy soldiers, and in 
some cases officers, have suspended Russian prisoners head downwards, hung 
them by their hands, twisted their necks, and slit their tongues. The case of 
a night watchman is described with a sickening detail; in^ brief, his nose was 
cut off, both ears amputated, and his bowels ripped open in the presence of 
his wife. There has been misuse of the white flag. A captured Russian who 
refused to give information had the skin of his side pulled out and cut off. 
Russian wounded have been burned alive or otherwise murdered. The rape 
of women has extended to include Sisters of Mercy. 

We have no doubt that these charges are true. There have undoubtedly 
been similar atrocities practiced by individual soldiers among troops of the allies. 
But we need to remember that more atrocious than any one of the cases cited, 
more horrible, indeed, than all of them together, is the atrocity of the war itself 
which makes such things possible. Colet, preaching from the pulpit of St. Paul 
and thundering that "an unjust peace is better than the justest war" is clearer 
to us now. 

But is there any answer to these European indictments against our human 
institutions? We think there is. It seems peculiarly fitting that the answer 
should come from a Prussian officer, Baron Marschall von Bieberstein, from 
whom we are pleased to quote: 

"Whoever fights in this war in the front ranks, whoever realizes all the misery and unspeakable 
wretchedness caused by a modern war, will unavoidably arrive at the conviction, if he had not acquired 
it earlier, that mankind must find a way of overcoming war. It is not true that eternal peace is a 
dream, and not a beautiful one at that. A time will and must arrive which will no longer know war, 
and this time will mark a gigantic progress in comparison with our own. Just as human morality has 
overcome the war of all against all; just as the individual has to accustom himself to seek redress of 
his grievances at the hands of the state after blood feuds and duels had been banished by civil peace, 
so in their development will the nations discover ways and means to settle budding conflicts, not by 
means of wars, but in some other regulated fashion, irrespective of what each of us individually may 
think." 



